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I, Harolé. Stennett WILLIAMS of arny Headquartors 
MELBOURNE reke oth and. sey: 
1. I a: an Officer of tho austrelien Military Forces. 


2. annexed hereto end rerkei "D" ig r true copy of 
a trenscriot of evidence sworn by Mr. Ruben FOILaPE 
on 15 Dec 1945 which I herve in sy custody ‘n the 
course of zy duties. 


The original sworn trenecript of evidence cennot be nade 
available imcediatoly as it is roquired for trials 
of zinor war cri:inals. 


/s/ Harold Stennett Willies VX89003 


Mejor 


SWORK BEFORE ME aT METSOURNE 
TEIS Ninth DaY OF Mey 1946. 


/s/ 
Pecke:: 0. E. Chapole 


Phew be tan vedo ceweeseie cies UeDe 
an Officer of the 
sustralien Military Torces. 


wT Lok 


For the AR CRIMES O7ZICE - 
Judge advoerte Gonerel's Office —Navy Deperti-ent 
United States of Acorice 


e teal 


In tho xattor of the whipoinc end Porpetuation of Toetinony 
tistreetcont of Mr. Rubon Zoilnpe, of Mr. Rubon Foilevo, 
Mire. Meria Toilepo, Mr. Ru¢oloh Nauruan, Tol Island, Truk. 
Harris, Mr. aldort Eerris, 
Mr. Julius Cepolle, albert Cepelle, 
Mr. Diera, Veururns, Mr. Karl ¥ 
‘ Hartzen, Mr. “illie Errtian, Bi) 
Mr.Hizenuol Esrtzen, Mr. Eerton . 5 
Trukose, end Zethor Clivaz (Swise), 
‘ Bathor Keysor (French), since Ree 
deceasod. ‘ , 


Texen at3. Foube Villego, Tol Islend, Truk. 


Date: Docozbor &, 1945. 


as » In the prosence of: ‘“Thores Sentanaria, first lieutonent, 032989, 
Panis AS U. Ss. he C. Bes Brse Eoné.quartors Cozvoany, 
wo : (Provisional), Islend Comend, Truk. 


Pes Rooortor: Goorge 0. Lishke, corporal, 879071, U. 5. M. 0. Re, 

vt Beso Nonéquarters Company, (Provisional), 4 
yer : i Telend Commend, Truk. Vian) 
) Sates Me Questioned dy: Thoras Sentenerie, first lieutenant, 052989, 


U. 5. Me OC. R. 


Q. Stato your nee, per-enent hore eférosse end occucetion. : 
&. My. Rubdon Foilevo, Nauru, wiroloss oporator. I arrivo¢. on Truk on { 
t 


aucuet 23, 1943, end hevo livod on tho ielends of Peraz, Terik, Dudlon ana | * BC i 
Foefan. ; ; > ¥ 


t 
ta 
——— er) . seem 5s cones sgieanae: Sef 
ans 


Q Whet is your wer tico stetus? Gy 
a. I a es Gispleced civilien. ae 


Q. In whet locelities wore you o=ployer. -.ostly by the Jepenose 
a. On the construction of tho air fiold et Pares. 


Q Did you witness ony atrocities or ristroatzent of any cllied subjects 


at eny tizec? 
the Yes. 
'  Q. State whet you know of your own knowledge edout thet incicent. peer 


ae at 7.00 a mie, avgust 28, 1944, I woe oployod on the air field at Peren.. — 
I wee informed by Mr. alexis Sewyor, a Nauruan interprotor for tho Japenose, 
thet the Japenese Lebor Police wanted to soo Ko. I reported to hin es ordered| 
‘pnd ho notified me thet I was boing taken to Tarik. The nero of the police | 
officor wes Soji. Ho forcod me to onter a srall dost. The passen-ers of the | 
vont woro Soji, the policemen, end Mr. «lexis Sewyor; Mr. Makenin end ilies 
Mr. acogoted. 1. S., Nauruens, who wore td row tho boat frox Paraz to Tarik, — 
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Upon errivel at Tarik we wero et by a mormbor of the arny nilitery police, 
Coroorel Sekazoto, end wo were ell escorted to the olace whoro they wore holding | 
resi¢erts of Teri. The nenes of tho porsons deteined wero, cy wifo Mre. Meria ~~ 
Foilepo, Mr. Kviclph Eerrie, Mr. «lbort Errris, Mr. Julius Capello, Fathor ; 
Keyeor, Fathcor Olivez, Mr. end Mre. Karl Eart=zen and thoir two sone E-anuel 
end Willic Kertzen, enc. two of their deuchters, Mioko end. Torosita and sevorel 
of his srendchileron. «is I approached. I sew thet the Jepanose wore whivoing 
eoce of these persons. I noticod. sy wife enc Mr. Karl hertzen had their hends 
‘ tiod bohine their orck end. wore boing whipood with e stick nbdout four feot 
| lon: enc. two dachos in diexoter across their buttocks end their celvos. I was 
askod =y nace end if I wes e wiroloss oporator, to which I answered yos. Thoy 
| 


—- es 


onouirod ee to whether or not I owned e radio sot. I replied in tho negative. 
Thoy tiod <y hende behind my beck end vunche’. me on doth sides of ry face and 
thon thoy romovec their bolte onc. usc the: on cy faco. fhon another Jeosnese 
started to strike o across =y deck with e stick ebout four feot long an¢. two 

‘ dnches in diecoter. Thoy then untiod =y hands, led so to ae cocoenut tree,’ 
tied ::y hende ebove xy hoadé exc. thon hung xe from ny hands to that tree so that 
ny fect wero edout throo inchos fro:. the cround. I was kept in this position 
for ebout five =inutes anc. rt the sexe tino thoy hit =o on the shins with a "e 
atick. I wes then untied. rad forced to kneol and inforred that I was to be fs SoM 
killed. My hands wero now tiod behing zy back and I was inforzoc that if I 3 
atritted heving a recio they would xot kill =e. They asked mo if I wented to 
die. i told them I didn't caro. Corporel Sekex.oto took out hie sword, inforred! 
me to look at ~y wife anc thon asked. 0 if I loved her. I assured hiz I cid. «| 
He cautioned xe thet if I told tho truth I would live. I nsked hic whet truth | 
ho was soerching. ko told =e to adc-it thet I hed a radio set, I tried ixpres- 
sively to essuro hi= thet I did not orm a radio set. I wee directed to rise 
end he replecod his sword in ite sheath, drew his pistol end eskec if I knew | 
wtrt it wes, Thon he tole xo thet he wes -oinc to shoot re. I vee suffering |, 
fro: their raltroatzent so informed hiz thet I didn't crre. Ee ropleced his { 
pistol and told the labor policezean to whip =e. Tho lebor polico-an end the “ag 
navy policozen sterted whivoin: -e with e stick across zy beck, buttocks, { ah 
legs, Gown to my ankles. They whipped me until I passed into a stato of Ps be, 0 
unconsciousness. They then poured weter over =y fece and body until I ves 
reviveé enc. tolé to teke a rost. thile I was resting thoy becen to whip ay 
wife, Mr. albort Harris, Mr, Rudolph Harris, Father Kaysor, Father Clivaz, 
Mr. Julius Oapello, enc Mr. Kerl Eertwen. «ull ny friends heé. their hands 
behing their beck end they were pleced in e lerge circlo. The Navy policezan, 

“ four labor policezen, two of viiose nesies are Soji, ant. Corporal Sekaroto, 

‘ were acrinisterin- the punig.ont. They kept this up for rbout three hours. 

at intervals the: would reset exc asi questions end then continue with the 

I" punigh-ont. Finelly the wo:en and the priests were sont hoze and the rest of 

us they took to the wharf. lio were forced. to rozein there under cuard while hn 

they went to lunch. «bout e helf hour lator they returned end wo were ell 


; 

“ 
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gont hore. «bout 9:00 a. m. tho followine cay Mr. alexis Sewyer wee sent by 
Corporel Sekexoto to notify ze, Mr. albert Herris, Mr. Rucolph Harris, Father 
| Kayser, Father Clivez, Mr. Julius Cepelle, his son albert, Mr. Die=a, Mr. Karl 
‘Se HRertzan, nis tro sons H-enuel end Willie, and Mr. Zarten to reot at the wharf. 
all tho persons <ontioned except Mr. aloort Eerris vere trensported to Dublon. 
Durine the trip everyone hed his hende tied dbehinc his beck. Upon arrival 

at Dudlon we wore ell pleced in jeil. Mr, Ru¢olph Harris, Julius Capelle 

= : eng kis son albert, hr. Zarl rertzen end his two sons, end Mr. Diexe were all 
a releasec efter the third Cay. 


On the fifth cay. the eichth dey enc the fifteenth day they questioned xe 
end after the questioning returned «ie to cy cell. On the fifteenth cay Father { 

Keyser, Father Clivesz, Mr. K:cten end I were ellowed to return hone. 39 days {| 
after Tether Zeyeer, 67 yeere ol¢c, wes released he passed away. 4 | ea 


Yo. anaes * 


Wes there any officer around while this wee taking plece? 
No. 


. Do you kmow the name of the officer in commend of any troops on Tarik 
at that tize? 
Wieke, his renk wee either lieutenant or captein. 


Will you givo ze the neces of ell Japanese who helped punish the porsons 
you heve entioned? 

Corporal Sekezoto, aray nilitary police, two peebere of the labor police 
who hed the seze nae, Soji- 


Were other <en used to e(c:inister punishi-ont? 
Yos. 


Yao? 
One Vavy policezen, two <ore lebor policemen, end several soldiers. 


ve, 


ae ated ee a ee ee 
re 


Can you describe any of these persons? 
No. 


Fe Fe FS 


Can you recognize ther. if you saw ther? 
Yes. 

How much food cid you cet while in prison? 
Three meals a dey. 


re 


How such dic you cet at each eal? 
Rice, cooke¢. ané. rolled into the size of a duck og, and all tho water 
we wanted. 


Yee this given every dey while confined? 
Yos. 


Yas any othor food given? 
No. t 


Did you know fether Keyser very well? 
Yos. 


Yas he in <ood health when he wes confinec? 
Yes 


Did you heve enouch to oat? 
iO. 


be 


Yero you alweys hungry while in jail? 
Yes 


Did you lose muck weight while in jail? 
Yes. 


e $2 Fe 


If you hed been as old ae Fethor Kayser would you have sufferod tore then 


you did? 
It woulé heve killec ize. 


te. 


Do you think that the punishcent Fethor may sex received was the cause of 
his death? 
Yes. 


Bow lon: efter his release fro= jail dic he diet 


$0. Gi1e3 * 


Vhat dic you + evo? 
Fhow.onia.- 


Do you delieve tho treatzent given you by the Japanese ceusod your 

‘sickness? 

Yes, sir. . 

ar meny. eye aftor being roleased by the Japenese wes it before you 
cene sick? \ 

Two deye- ‘ 


Eow long were you sick} 

One Month. 

Why vere the Jepaneso treatin: you end your frionds as thoy did? 
Father Clivaz and Fathor Zeyser wore accused of being aterican spies, 
I wae eccused. of heving a recio, the rest of eithor having concealed 
weapons or collaboreting with the scericens. 


(aed) _RUBSN FOLinPE _ 
Mr. Ruben Foilape, 
Tol Islend, Truk. 
Tol Island 


Truk anc Contral Cerolinos 


I, Mr. Bubon Foilape, of lawful age, boing duly*svorn on oath state that — «! 


I have read tho forooing transcription of my interrogntion end all answere — 
conteineé. thoroin ere true to tho bost of =y knowlod¢o end boliof. Bees: 


(eed) RUBEN FOTLAPS 
Mr. Rabon Foilape 


Subscribed end. sworn to bofore <0 this 15 cay. of Decezber 1945. 
(ezd) _2 SavTuiciRt. 
T. Salt@avsRTa 


let Lt., USMCR., 
Locel Officer. 


Fe STIS Eat 
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ie. 
Ep NT 


; : b & * 
I, T. Santacaria, firet Jicutonant, 032989, L. S. ri. OC. Re, certify thet 


on Decomber 8, 1945, personelly ppoerrot. bofore xe Mr. Ruben Foilape, and 
gave tho forecoing answors to the sovorel questions sot forth; that aftor 
his testimony hed been trenecribed, tho said hr. Ruben Foilape read the 


goro end affixed. his signature thereto in my presence. 


Foube Village, Tol Island (egd)_T. SaNTaMaRTA __ 
Truk anc Central Carolines . 
. T, SANTaMaRTaA, 
Decomber 15, 1945 lst Lt. USMCR., 
Island Command, Truk. 


Finzorprint of 
Mr. Ruben Foileve 
Vitness. 
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